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ROLEYSTONE–KELMSCOTT BUSHFIRES 

Statement 
HON ALISON XAMON (East Metropolitan) [10.02 pm]: I think members would agree that it has been an 
interesting year to date with the world being rocked by a series of very tragic events. I rise tonight to talk about 
the tragic events that have occurred very close to home and to give members some feedback from residents who 
have approached me about the Kelmscott–Roleystone fires.  

It was certainly a very hard day when those fires started. It was the same day, of course, that the Swan Valley 
was also hit by fire. As one of the members for the East Metropolitan Region, it felt as though my whole 
electorate was on fire on that day. I am sure that other members who also represent that region would have 
shared my very great concern about what was happening at that time. 

The interesting thing about these sorts of events—we have this spirit in Kelmscott and Roleystone—is that 
residents get together and start talking about the events and thinking about ways we can improve into the future. 
People have approached me today and asked me whether I would at least put on the record their thoughts about 
ways to move forward, and the sorts of things that they would like to see to try to ensure that we do not have 
similar events occur again. I suppose this is an important part of that process of reflecting and making sense of 
what has happened. Certainly, the residents in these areas feel that they are well placed to comment on how 
things could be improved. After all, often these people are very long-term residents and feel that they know their 
region and fire management particularly well. They were very quick, however, to point out that although this is a 
result of almost a random discussion of ideas amongst many people that have been compiled, it has not been 
subject to any sort of in-depth discussion with expert firefighters, whether they be professional or volunteer 
firefighters. 

The first thing that residents have undertaken, which they have relayed to me as being welcomed by the relevant 
firefighting agencies in the area, is that each street in a fire-prone area has appointed an organiser to oversee the 
collection of various data from each household. That data is now being printed and distributed to every house in 
that street. The information includes phone numbers, lists of children and dependants, whether there are any aged 
or infirm people within each household, and workplace contacts. This document can be posted on a fridge or 
other convenient place for fast access in the event of a bushfire or disaster in their district. Obviously, it is hoped 
that by enabling communication in this way, they can ensure that there is better evacuation of people from 
individual streets. Residents also felt that this could prove beneficial during school holidays when perhaps key 
members of a household are away, as it would help to confirm who is present and needs to be accounted for by 
emergency personnel.  

There was also a lot of discussion about building codes. There was a sense that within areas declared to be fire-
prone that mandatory fire suppression management should be upheld, including, but not limited to, upon 
construction of a house the inclusion of a concrete rainwater tank of a specific volume—the residents have not 
said what—a diesel electric-start water pump of determined size and volume output and fireproof piping 
covering the building with a sprinkler system that can be pushbutton started and run for a minimum time of 
two hours at full output. 

Another suggestion raised, which I have heard on many occasions, is for the use of very loud sirens atop towers 
located at nominated control points or perhaps even at the volunteer fire stations within a fire-declared area or 
district. Certainly, there is a sense that this is a tried and tested method to communicate to volunteer firefighting 
crews and the public. It is unambiguous, clearly relays the need for prompt action and can be heard to a distance 
up to 10 kilometres away. It was also suggested that such a resource could be used for other purposes including 
alerting people to the need for volunteers to conduct a search and rescue operation, which is quite common in 
these bushland areas. It has been pointed out to me that apparently such sirens exist in some fire stations in other 
parts of Australia. 

Education, of course, is a very key point that keeps being emphasised over and again. Obviously, very specific 
education will be required about not only people’s responsibilities during times of high fire risk, such as the use 
of certain heat-generating tools, the dangers of naked flames and the like, but also best practice around fires; that 
is, people understanding that they should not try to put out fires wearing thongs or using a standard garden hose. 
The residents certainly want automatic radio and television interruptions announced on all airways to ensure 
maximum coverage, and have them run every 15 minutes with updates continuing throughout the period of the 
emergency. They also pointed out that the use of signs needs to be reassessed in these areas. At the moment 
people are becoming blasé about the look of the signs. They have suggested instead that fixed and mobile solar-
powered signs could impart urgent fire information, which could be centrally updated and which could show 
educational information, including information on the use of heat or spark-generating equipment. They 
suggested that these signs could pay for themselves by displaying local content advertisements for the area that 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 23 March 2011] 

 p1908b-1909a 
Hon Alison Xamon 

 [2] 

people are about to enter. They also suggested that mobile signs could also be used during an emergency to 
divert traffic flow away from the emergency situation and to give updates on disaster information to the public. I 
therefore note that they are also thinking about the costing of these measures. 

There is ongoing concern about reliance on mobile phone warnings. The experience of many residents is that 
they are ineffective, as in hilly areas there are many mobile phone black zones. There are black zones even 
within the metropolitan area, so I cannot imagine how difficult it must be in some rural areas, although I have the 
inkling of an understanding. They certainly indicated that reliance on mobile phones as the primary mechanism 
to alert people to an emergency is not sufficient, particular in the areas in which they live. They relayed to me 
that they hoped these sorts of ideas would be of benefit for some time into the future. 

I am aware that an inquiry is underway, which is completely appropriate, and I understand the residents are keen 
to receive information about it. To the extent that it is possible I will encourage the residents to relay these sorts 
of ideas to the inquiry through any mechanism that is made available to them. I want to make clear that I am not 
an expert on these issues. However, I am a voice for these residents, and they have asked me to convey these 
sorts of ideas to let people know that they are also thinking of ways to move forward.  

It is important to note that these people love their community; they know that they live among fire risk; they are 
not interested in living in a bare scarp; they are not stupid people; they live with the risk of fire; but they want to 
find the most practical solutions to better enable them to look after their homes and, obviously, to do everything 
possible to ensure that lives are saved. My thoughts therefore go out to those people who have lost their homes. 
It will take a long time for the community to recover. I recognise that the people who lost everything may never 
fully get over it. 
 


